thereafter, why should the occasion of a second bereavement not 
provide the occasion for permitting the cutting of hair]?” 


[J] R. Hananiah, associate of rabbis, objected [to H], “And lo, it is 
taught: ‘These are the things that a mourner is prohibited to do 
all seven days [of his bereavement].’ Now he is prohibited for 
all thirty days, so is it not an argument a fortiori that he should 
be forbidden the first seven days?” 


[K] Accordingly, the law was stated only in regard to a case in 
which successive bereavements befell a person. That is to say 
that he is permitted [to cut his hair in the thirty days in which 
several bereavements came one after the other]. [This is a 
problem for him who maintains that it is forbidden to do so.] 


[L] [With reference to C,] R. Mattenaiah said, “He who has 
said it is forbidden to do so means that it is forbidden to do 
it in the normal way, with scissors.” 


[IV:3 A] As to trimming the moustache and cutting the nails, there is a 
Tannaite authority who teaches that on the festival it is permitted to do 
so, but in a time of bereavement it is forbidden. 


[B] And there is a Tannaite authority who teaches that on a festival it is 
forbidden to do so, but on the occasion of a bereavement it is 
permitted. 


[C] He who has said that on the festival it is permitted to do so speaks of a 
time at which there is a festival, and in a time of bereavement it is 
forbidden to do so — at atime at which there is no festival. 


[D] He who has said that on the festival it is forbidden to do so, deals with 
a case in which there is deception [when the person really plans to cut 
his hair entirely, not merely to trim the moustache], and in the case of 
mourning it is permitted, when there is no intent to practice deception. 


[E] R. Hiyya bar Ashi in the name of Rab: “The law accords with the 
view of him who imposes a lenient ruling in this case and in that.” 


[F] R. Simeon bar Abba in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi: “The law 
accords with the view of him who imposes a lenient ruling in the 
laws of mourning.” 


[G] Rab said, “The law covering cutting the moustache is the same as 
that covering cutting the nails for all purposes.” 


